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LEARNING UNITS CONVERSATION  TOPICS AND LANGUAGE SKILLS 

1. TALK ABOUT CURRENT 
AFFAIRS 

1. Conversation based on articles read online by students about politics,  
    history, science, art/literature, recent technological advances, fashion 
2. An article written by the British writer and  journalist Dea Birkett:  
    Are you a tourist or a traveller?  

2. GIVE A FUN AND ENGAGING 
BOOK PRESENTATION  

1. How to make a semi-formal presentation  
2. Video: ‘Stop it” with the American comedian Robert Newhart 
3. Presentation of a novel  read by each student in the original language 

3. TALK ABOUT TRAVEL 1. Holiday postcards 
2. Holiday adjectives 
3. Confusing words: journey, trip, travel, voyage 
4. Collocations and expressions connected with travel 
5. Videos to practise travel language 
6. Air and train travel vocabulary 

4. IMPROVE PRONUNCIATION 1. Listen to and discuss songs 
2. Homophones and homographs 
3. Listening activities 

5. SKILLS DEVELOPMENT  -   
B2 LEVEL (NELL’ARCO 
DELL’ANNO SCOLASTICO) 

1. Reading exercises 
2. Use of English exercises  
3. Speaking 

6. CONNECTING AND LINKING 
WORDS: REVISION AND 
EXPANSION 

1. Time: connecting words and expressions 
2. Time 
3. Condition 
4. Cause, reason, purpose and result 
5. Concession and contrast 
6. Addition 
7. Referring words 
8. Discourse markers in spoken English 
9. Linking words in writing 
10. Everyday expressions 
11. Talking and communicating 

7. USE CONNECTING AND 
LINKING WORDS IN 
CONVERSATION AND WRITING 

1. Comment on the poem “A Blade of Grass” by the English poet  
    Brian Patten 
2. Writing articles for International English-language  magazines or 
    websites (fot.) 
3. Talk about topics related to articles for international English-language 
    magazines or websites   
4. Writing reviews (fot.) 
5. Reviews of films, books, TV Series, hotels, campsites, restaurants, 
    concerts, websites, TV programmes : speaking and writing 
6. Film: Gran Torino (2008), directed by Clint Eastwood: viewing and 
    opinions 



8. WORD FORMATION:  
    PRACTICE 

1. Binomials 
2. Roots 
3. Compound nouns 1: noun + noun 
4. Compound nouns 2: verb + preposition 

9. DEVELOP ARGUMENTATIVE 
    SPEAKING AND WRITING 

1. Writing an essay (fot.) 
2. Expressing opinions and words for expressing opinions (scheda) 
3. Article: The story behind Father and Son by Cat Stevens 
4. Spoken word poets: Lacey Roop, Kate Tempest (videos and reviews) 
5. Online reviews of “Brand New Ancients” by Kate Tempest 
6. Videos: ‘A magazine is an iPad that does not work’; ‘Technology: pros 
    and cons’ 
7. Communications and the Internet 
8. Medicine and technology 
9. Science and technology 
10. Computers 

10. TALK ABOUT FEELINGS 1. Emotions and moods 
2. Praising and criticising 
3. Commenting on problematic situations 
4. Success, failure and difficulty  

11. VOCABULARY 
ENHANCEMENT: PHRASAL 
VERBS AND VERB-BASED 
EXPRESSIONS 

1. Expressions with come and go  
2. Expressions with do and make 
3. Expressions with bring and take 
4. Expressions with get 

12. VARIETIES AND STYLES 1. Abbreviations and acronyms 
2. Headline English  
3. US English 

13. ARGOMENTI DI STORIA 
TRATTATI IN LINGUA INGLESE 
(IN COMPRESESENZA CON  IL 
DOCENTE DI STORIA) 

1. Dal libro di testo: 
-  Cittadini o sudditi? 
-  Essere cittadini 
-  Libertà religiosa e rispetto per le altre confessioni 
-  Articoli dalla Costituzione Italiana 
-  I mutamenti nelle campagne: la seconda innovazione 
-  La rinascita delle città: il podestà 
2. Letture in rete 
-  Renaissance Florence: Guilds 
- “The Crusades, Even Now” (NY Times Magazine, 1999) 
3. Materiale fornito dal docente 
-  The Black Death  
-  The Hundred Years’ War: weapons and tactics 
-  Joan of Arc 
4. Presentazioni multimediali degli studenti in gruppi: approfondimenti in 
    lingua inglese sugli argomenti trattati in storia nel  primo e nel secondo 
    quadrimestre 
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